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Lanark, on Tuesday 18 June 2019 the Presbytery of Lanark met in Lanark: Greyfriars Parish Church and 
was constituted in prayer. 
 
Sederunt:  Mr Jim Watt, Moderator and Rev Bryan Kerr, Clerk along with others as in the Sederunt Book – in all 
12 Ministers, 15 Elders, 1 Corresponding Member and 24 Visitors. 
 
Apologies for absence were intimated on behalf of Rev D Carmichael, E Clelland and M Fucella, Ministers; J 
Austin, R Carson, H Chekansky, A Grant, W Love and D Waters, Elders. 
 
Welcome to Visitors  
The Moderator welcomed visitors attending the Presbytery meeting especially those representing congregations 
across Presbytery as part of the discussion item during the meeting.  
 
Approval of the Order of Business 
The Order of Business as circulated was approved. 
 
Minutes of meeting on 7 May 2019 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 7 May 2019 with the inclusion of ‘Good News Stories’ were held as read 
and approved. 
 
Roll of Presbytery 
Rev Iain D Cunningham – Tribute was paid to Mr Cunningham on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of 
his ordination to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament on 9 May 2019. Mr Cunningham was ordained by the 
Presbytery of Ayr during assistantship in Castlehill on 9 June 1979, before moving to become minister of 
Duntocher: Trinity in the Presbytery of Dumbarton on 12 June 1980, translating to the charge of Carluke: 
Kirkton on 29 October 1987. 
Rev Helen E Jamieson – Tribute was paid to Mrs Jamieson on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of her 
ordination to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament on 7 June 2019. Mrs Jamieson, then Miss Sloan was ordained 
by the Presbytery of Lanark and inducted to the charge of Carluke: St. Andrew’s on 7 June 1989 where she 
has continued to serve as minister. 
Rev Steven Reid – Tribute was paid to Mr Reid on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of his ordination to 
the Ministry of Word and Sacrament on 15 June 2019. Mr Reid was ordained by the Presbytery of Dunfermline 
and inducted to the charge of Dunfermline: North on 15 June 1989, translating to the charge of Crossford 
linked with Kirkfieldbank on 3 October 1997. 
The Moderator thanked Mr Cunningham, Mrs Jamieson and Mr Reid for a century of faithful ministry of Word 
and Sacrament to the Church of Scotland with an almost combined 84 years of service to the Presbytery of 
Lanark. 
 
Correspondence 
The Clerk informed members that all items of correspondence had been notified via email and that a number 
of pieces of correspondence had been received and remitted to appropriate Committee Conveners or passed 
on by e-mail to Ministers, Session Clerks and members of Presbytery. 
The Clerk highlighted correspondence from 

• Law Department containing information on employment of nationals of the Republic of Ireland 
following Brexit 

• Elizabeth Crumlish offering opportunities to join third tranche of Path of Renewal 
• General Trustees issuing guidelines on the safe use of inflatables at church events 
• David Lynch inviting congregations to the National Stewardship Roadshow one of which will take place 

in Lanark: Greyfriars on the evening of 19 June.  
 
Table Discussion with congregations on Future Planning  
The Moderator invited the Convener of the Presbytery Support Committee, Mr Scott Paget, to lead the 
Presbytery and members of the congregations who gathered in a discussion on future planning. Mr Paget invited 
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groups to discuss six key questions, previously agreed by Presbytery, which focussed on the hopes and visions 
of congregations in mission and life together.  
 

1. What is your congregation doing to resource mission both locally and globally? 
2. What is your congregation doing to nurture and grow faith in your church and community? 
3. How is your congregation seeking to develop worship and grow new patterns and forms of worship? 
4. What challenges are facing your congregation at present? 
5. What support from Presbytery does your Kirk Session feel would be useful at this time? 
6. In what ways has your Kirk Session and congregation accessed and used money from the Presbytery 

Ministry and Mission Discretionary Allowance in the last year? 
 
Mr Paget invited one table to offer feedback on each question and asked other tables to write down their 
feedback in order that responses can be collated and discussed with committee conveners. Mr Paget reminded 
Presbytery and those gathered that the responses offered at the table would play a part in shaping the work 
of the Presbytery over the coming year through its committees as Presbytery seeks to be more responsive to 
the needs of the congregations it serves. 
 
Report of the Presbytery Support Committee 
The Presbytery called for the Report of the Presbytery Support Committee which was given in by Mr. Scott 
Paget, Convener. 
 
It was moved and seconded: 
 
The Presbytery: 

1. Receive the report. 
2. In respect of the roll of Presbytery: 

a. Appoint the following to serve as additional elders from 1st July 2019, subject to any 
outstanding bona-fide elder forms being received: Mr Ewan Easton (Lanark: Greyfriars), Mr 
Alan Grant (Carluke: St John’s), Mr Bill Love (Lanark: St Nicholas) Mr Willie Macsween 
(Carluke: Kirkton) and Mr Scott Paget (Lanark: Greyfriars). 

b. Thank Mr George Forbes (Kirkmuirhill) for his service as an Additional Elder. 
c. Remind Kirk Sessions which have not yet done so to submit details of elders elected to serve 

as their representatives on Presbytery from 1st July 2019. 
d. Instruct the Clerk to compile the roll of Presbytery for the year beginning 1st July 2019, to 

make such additions as may subsequently be necessary in the light of further commissions 
received, and to present the roll at the next Ordinary Meeting. 

e. Grant powers to the Presbytery Support Committee to populate committee membership lists 
prior to the August committee meeting. 

3. Appoint Rev Mike Fucella as Convener of Relationship & Context Committee for a four year term 
from 1 July 2019 

4. In respect of the Registration of Ministries Act 
a. following requests from Rev Bill Buchan, Rev Susan Cowell, Rev Roy Cowieson, Rev Jim Cutler, 

Rev Harry Findlay, Rev Bev Gauld, Rev Dr Graham Houston, Rev John Turnbull, Rev David 
Young to retain Category R status, agree that Category R Status be granted from 1st July 2019 
to 30 June 2020. 

b. Following a request from Rev Jim Seath to move to Category I status, agree that Category I 
Status be granted from 1st July 2019 to 30 June 2020 

5. In respect of meeting dates for 2019/20 
a. Agree that the Presbytery will meet for ordinary business on the following dates, at 7pm in 

Lanark: Greyfriars during the 2019/2020 session: 3 September (in Libberton Church), 1 
October, 5 November, 3 December, 4 February, 3 March, 5 May, 16 June. 

b. Agree that the Worship & Discipleship and Relationship & Context committees will meet on 
the following dates, at 7pm in Lanark: Greyfriars during the 2019/2020 session: 20 August, 17 
September, 22 October, 19 November, 21 January, 18 February, 24 March, 21 April, 26 May. 
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c. Agree that the Presbytery Support Committee will meet on the following dates, at 7pm in 
Lanark: Greyfriars during the 2019/2020 session: 21 August, 18 September, 23 October, 20 
November, 22 January, 19 February, 25 March, 22 April, 27 May. 

d. Agree that the Annual Inspection of Records will be held in Lanark: Greyfriars on 28th April 
2020. 

6. Amend Standing Orders of Presbytery to insert a new section 11 and renumber ‘Complaints and 
Discipline – The Presbytery Clerk, Depute Presbytery Clerk, Moderator and Convener of Presbytery 
Support Committee have delegated powers to act for Presbytery in respect of referral to the 
complaints process and in matters relating to the Discipline Act, as laid out in sections 17 and 20 of 
Act 1, 2019 of the General Assembly.’ 

7. Appoint AJW Photography to undertake photographic drone surveys of all churches and church halls 
at a cost of £35 per building during the summer of 2019 and agree to utilise £1,000 from the Ministry 
and Mission Variance Allowance to cover costs of the initial survey. 

8. Grant powers to the Presbytery Clerk, Depute Presbytery Clerk, Moderator and Convener of 
Presbytery Support Committee from the close of the meeting until the next ordinary meeting of 
Presbytery. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed as an amendment to section 3 to add at the end ‘and thank Rev Dr Elijah 
Obinna for his period of Convenership during the initial period of the committee.’ 
 
It was moved, seconded and agreed as an amendment to the deliverance to add a new section 9 ‘Grant permission 
for the Carluke Churches (Kirkton, St. Andrew’s and St. John’s) and the Lanark Churches (Greyfriars and St. 
Nicholas) to meet for joint worship in different buildings within the respective towns from 30th June to 11 
August 2019.’ 
 
The Deliverance as amended was then agreed 
 
Report of the Relationship and Context Committee 
The Presbytery called for the Report of the Relationship and Context Committee which was given in by the 
Rev. Dr Elijah Obinna, Convener Convener.  
 
It was moved and seconded- 
 
The Presbytery: 

1. Receive the report. 
2. Note that the date for the proposed Presbytery’s “All Tied Up’’ sponsored walk has been altered to 

2 November.   
3. Invite members of the Presbytery to nominate individuals for the role of Veteran’s Champion. 
4. Encourage congregations to consider supporting the State Hospital through volunteering. 

 
It was moved, seconded and agreed as an amendment to section 2 to delete the words ‘2 November’ and insert 
the words ‘early November’ 
 
It was moved, seconded and agreed as an amendment to section 3 to add at the end ‘no later than 16 August 2019’ 
 
The Deliverance as amended was then agreed 
 
The Rev Dr Elijah Obinna, on his retiral as Convener of the Relationship and Context Committee, was thanked 
by the Moderator for his service to the committee and Presbytery during the initial period of the committee 
following the restructuring of Presbytery. 
  
Intimations 
Rev Helen Jamieson appealed for volunteers to be trained as part of Carluke: St. Andrew’s Heart for Art 
Dementia Project and also informed Presbytery that following recruitment a 3 year full time Dementia Co-
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ordinator has been appointed to the project and that the congregation are looking forward to sharing expertise 
and resources with the Presbytery. 
Mabel Morris intimated the forthcoming film show in Carstairs on Friday 21 June to which all will be made 
welcome. 
Dr Elijah Obinna intimated that on Sunday 23 June Carluke: St. John’s will have an opportunity to celebrate the 
publication launch of Dr Ann Jackson’s Journal recording her time spent as a medical missionary in Biafra, 
Nigeria during the civil war. This will take place in the large hall after morning worship when Joanna and Will 
Storrar, who edited the book, will introduce the publication. Copies will be available to purchase and can be 
signed by the author. Tea, coffee and sandwiches will also be available. 
The Presbytery took the opportunity to pay tribute to the ministry and service of Dr Jackson and instructed the Clerk to 
send the prayer best wishes of Presbytery to Dr Jackson. 
 
A request was made for extra microphones around the church to enable those who were making comments 
to be heard. It was agreed that this would be actioned. 
 
Adjournment:  
The Presbytery adjourned to meet for Ordinary Business on Tuesday 3 September 2019 at 7 pm 
in Libberton & Quothquan Parish Church (Biggar Rd, Libberton, ML11 8LT) 
 
Closure 
The Moderator closed the meeting by offering a prayer of blessing. 
 
Moderator 
 
 
Clerk 
 


