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Remotely, on Wednesday 13 January 2021 the Presbytery of Lanark met in hunc effectum with the 
Presbytery of Hamilton, remotely due to the Covid-19 Pandemic and was constituted in prayer. 
 
Sederunt:  Mrs Anne Cochrane, Moderator and Rev Bryan Kerr, Clerk with 12 Ministers; one Deacon, 18 Elders, 
12 Session Clerks and eight others representing congregations within the Presbytery of Lanark along with 45 
Ministers; one Deacon; 58 Elders; three Corresponding Members, 32 Sessions Clerks and 20 others representative 
of congregations within the Presbytery of Hamilton. 
 
Constitution of Presbytery 
The Moderator of Hamilton, Rev Maxine Buck led the Presbytery in prayer and constituted the meeting. 
 
Introduction 
Mr Scott Paget and rev Ross Blackman (Hamilton) led the opening section of meeting, outlining the context 
and sharing some of the journey thus far for Presbytery reform. It was explained to the meeting that following 
the two presentations there will be opportunity for discussion and conversation. Those present were 
encouraged to hold the question “what is your vision for a new presbytery serving the area’ as they were led 
through the meeting. 
 
Presentation – Rev Dr Doug Gay 
Dr Gay addressed the Presbytery on change and structural change, including what a new Presbytery might 
look like. 
 
Following the presentation, the conference broke into discussion groups 
 
Presentation – Rev Alec Shuttleworth 
Mr Shuttleworth, Convener of the Fife Presbytery Transition Group led a very engaging session on how their 
new Presbytery were building a structure around relationship and mission. 
 
Following the presentation, the conference broke into discussion groups 
 
The Presbytery returned for a period of open questions. 
 
Adjournment:  
The Presbytery adjourned to meet and for Ordinary Business Tuesday 2 February 2020 at 7 pm in Greyfriars 
Parish Church, Lanark or online as permissions dictate. 
 
Closure 
The Moderator closed the meeting by offering a prayer of blessing. 
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